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Tranſlator s PRE FA C E. 
FEES ERHAPS it may be thought 


rife of this kind into a Coun- 
try, where the Arts of Hap- 
tineſs are ſomuch ſtudied, and ſo well un- 
derſtood; but as it ſeems a tolerable good 
Abriagment of what lies ſtattered up 
and down in many large Volumes, and 
as thoſe who care not to employ ſo much 
Time and Labour as the Reading them 
would require, may think it worth while 


to beſtow Half au Hour upon this little 


Piece; I thought I ſhould do no incon- 
fiterable 25 to my e in 
Tranflating it. 

J have, throughout the I, ole, talen 
the Liberty to make Alterations where 
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nſeleſs to introduce a Trea- 
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1 Jr it ref y An have thorns 
out ſome feu Obſervations which 1 
 jndg'd ſuperfinous ; eſpecially ſuch as 
| feem'd more particularly to relate to the 
Cuſtoms of the Author's 0wn- Nation. 
But to wvindicate this Method of Pro- 
ceeding, I have added ſhort Notes in 
moſt of the Places where thoſe Quaſi ons 
are made. Md e e 

Have entirely left out, except in 
one Paſage, the numberleſs Quotations 
from Writers of all Ages and Countries, 
which were added to con firm every Part 
of the Syſtem; as they gave it an Air 
of Pedantry, which would have done it 
harm in England, whatever Nl. 10 

might have in Germany. 
I ib I could have freed it from 
another Objettinn, "which may poſſibly 
ve made to it by fome Peoph; IJ mean, 
0 Mathematical Method it * Put iu. 

: Which indeed ſeems rather too of 

Rated ; in Tubjefts „r this Nature. Bit 
I found it was mpoſſible to bring about 
this Deſogn, without doing Tnjuſtice - 
the Clearneſs, Conciſeneſs, and Streng!/ 
of Reaſoning, ſo remarkable through the 
whole Trew'ſe. J 
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T dm ſorry tis not in my Power to 
ſatisfy the Curioſity of my Readers, by 
ſome Account of its Author; but the 
Perſon who communicated it to me in 
Manuſeript, a Perſon well acquainted 
with moſt of the learned Men in Ger- 
many, told me he believ'd the Name in 
the Title-Page to be merely ſictitious; 
ſiuce he never, upon the exatteſt Inquiry, 
could get any Information about ſuch an 
Author : And the rea ſon of his conceal- 
ing himſelf will appear to every Man, 
who conſiders the Danger of ſpeaking 

contrary to receibd Opinions in ſome 

Countries. 


— — 
Mos, 


— 
. 3 —— 2 . 2 ” — g 
mw : i | wurm 5 -v 
— —— — ů— — . N * ” 4 : - — — — Feline . 6” 5 - * 4 
: Strata ſr" Fu » — hs — — — e ger: — 
4 . q — * 4 . — . 
ge a lb FA * * > e wh _ —— — — 5 = a Ras : ; 
; . . © itt 4 — N. 8 > — ws 1 
wo pedo woe — * * : — 1 — th — — « f A p » : 
— ä — — 2 — r * * 1 " N 5 h 8 . : 4 8 8 . 1 nh ay - — = a ——. e 2 * — 
— * ores. ow N 544 — e Sx — — p * — * — PIE — — * 
— E A — Sa, . - * — 1 — 1 _ ” 
— 5 
= « oe — 3 a — 
— — g ; - ” — — — - : . 1. 
9 o 4 8 - : : « 11 y — 2 > > oor 83 r Pam " * — , * - 
n — 8 a —— . 5 4 ” / — ——————— ERRECS e 5 — — 
ws — —* — a . . 1 . 3 1 g - — . _— 9K 1 es A Eos —— = - bo 
x - D 2 nd; 7 1 1 A 2 2. , pe N © 5 *** ns 2 n. = — bs 2 ne — 
| nr I N as * — — — 0 2 —— — — — - OE TOS Gt ne RAE IST WE > CIP * - 2 
- So — — - — —— PIE * - « N — — tate : — — 6 f R date: Bowe 5 8 
2 K e noe a Fr ͤ v EE EE on —_— . 1 8 4 — . 8 F ” _— . 
— — - - — — — 55 — 22 ai 4 . : - . VE 05-4 
* . . 2 28 - —— as wt 8 _ . 
1 a g . — 
a * = — — — — 
* 2 — 6 
. 2 — 
* * >; 
= 


O 
* 


— * 
* "—_ a Son =?" — _- b 
__ >= — 


— 


A 


e — 


gy — —»„— 


1 * - 
- # — 
1 - » 
- * * 
, * 
— - 
* a > 
. 4 - " 1 
E | # 
, 
* 7 
- 
8 4” > © 
* -, 5 3 
— 
* 
« 
' Li 
* - 
= . . 
4 
* 
A - 
: " 
a 2 od . _ 
= * 4 
. „ 
© - 
& * q 
* 
w , 
= - 4. — 
* * 
e #; a 45 
0 
- 
* - 6 . 
— © * * - 
- 
4 . 7 7 * 
— * 
* 
* 
N — 
5 
** 
= * of 
. 
- 
9 
oy — 
0 - 
* - 
* 
oy 
28 
8 * 
_— - 
. 
- 
L — - * S 
* Fo * 
: * 
8 % a * 
* * ” 
5 - 
5 - 
* ** 
- 
» 
< 
$ \ 
| 
* 
* 
— — — — vuL— 
— - = — 3 
—— — — — co - 
— — -y — 


— —ñ—— 


vas wg 


27 


THOUGHTS 


CONCERNING 


HAPPINESS 


s 8 there is nothing which has 


92 N all Ages, than the ſearch af- 
0 We ier Happiness; nor any Thing 
9988 about which there has been 
a greater Diſagreement; I think it will 
not be Time miſpent, to confider a little 
that important Subject. I will therefore 
deliver the Refult of thoſe Obſervations 
which I have made upon human Nature; 
and that I may ayoid the Miſtakes which 


ſo many great Men have run into before 


me, I will endeavour, by the Means of 


Definitions, Poſtulata, and Axicmæ, to 
clear 
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more employ'd Mankind in 


* "IST" 
| clear up the Confuſion which has rr. 
5 0 gd in this Affair. 


"8 DEFINTTI 0 N iy, 

| NG. * ppineſs is that State of a Being, i: in 
* . which it is entirely contented with what 
18 - 1s pretent. 

= N | DEF. II. | 

ll (a) Man is an Animal ſenſible of Plea. 
| | ſure or Pain, ariſing from the internal 
| | Motion of the Parts of his Body, and the 
wn. — Impreſſions of other Bodies upon 
t; and alſo capable of reflecting upon 
oh and future Events. 


„DEF. TIE: k 

Motion 1s the ſucceſſive 1 of Bl 

the Body to the different Parts of Space; 

and, being contrary to the vis inertiæ of 

Matter, is always perform'd with. Dith- 
culty. 


. IV. 
Thinking i is an Operation of the Mind, 


by which it endeayours to find out ome 
Truth. 


| | (a) Man 3 is an Animal, &c, It is worth while to 
Wil obſerve here, that this is far from a compleat Defini- 
| * tion of Man; nor do I imagine the Author intended 
Wi . any Thing farther, than to take in that Part of the 

| | Idea only, which would be of Service to him in che 
following 1 A. B. 
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[9 ] 
DE F. V. 

Reputation is the Opinion, utter d by 
Words, which Men have of our Actions; 
and is acquir'd and maintain'd by ſuch 
N Actions, as either ſuppoſe a ſuperior 
Degree of Knowledge, or a Concern for 
the Welfare of Mankind. 


EF VI. | 
| Curioſity i is that Deſire by which we 
are excited to ſearch the Uſes, . 
Properties, Sc. of Things, and con- 
quently is the Poundarion of all 00 15 


ledge. 


DEF. VII. 

Benevolence is the Deſire of procuring 

all poſſible kinds of Good to others, with- 

out regarding one's own Intereſt; and is 

call'd general or particular, according to 

the Number of. Objects it 18 exercited to- 
wards, 

OSTULATUM I. 

One Happineſs is not greater than an- 

other. 
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208 T. II. 
Man is a Being capable of arriving at 
the State mention'd in Definition 1. and 
conſequently i is deſign d for it. 


% dt. 
Var 1 is 4 limited Creature, 
. B N. 
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> NG 
The Objects of ht OR are in- 
finite. 

vl . 
1 The Kinds of Gdod are infinite. 
| | AX IY. 
=_ . Nature, by the. Frame of every Ant- 
| mal, points out what it is deſign'd Faq 
ll AX. V. 
Wl Man is incapable of direQing futurc 


1 Events, or altering paſt Ones. 
| „ 

ni An uncertain Evil is rather to be ven- 
tur'd, than a certain one produc'd. 

[| | 5 PROPOSTIFION I. 

| Happinels is inconſiſtent with any De- 
" | fire that cannot be fatisfy'd: For as long 
1 as we are under the Influence of ſuch a 
bl Deſire, we muſt always be diſcontented 
i with our preſent State; but that is con- 
4 trary to the Idea of Happineſs given 
1 „ Ergo Happineſs is & c. ©, F. D. 


| FROPF. 1 
Wl Knowledge is inconſiſtent with Hap- 


pines : For by Def. 6. Knowledge is f 
founded upon Deſire; and the Objects Fr 
of Knowledge being infinite by Ax. 2. 1 
the Deſire mnſt 5 infinite: but Man Pp: 
being limited by Ax. 1. that Deſirc hy 


„ cannot be farisfy'd; ang therefore - by 
; e „„ Prop 


F xx | 


co 


Prop. 1. it is inconſiſtent with Happi. 


neſs. Ergo Knowledge Sc. Q, E. D. 


. 

Thinking is inconſiſtent with Hap- 
pineſs : For by Def. 4. it ſuppoſes an 
Endeavour to find out ſome Truth, and 
this ſhews a Deſire of Knowledge; but 
by Prop. 2. Knowledge is inconſiſtent 
with Happineſs, Ergo Thinking is Sc. 


orie 
Hence appears the Reaſon why thought- 


leſs People arc always obſerv'd to be 


healthy and caſy, and thoſe given much 


to Meditation, on the contrary, to be mea- 


gre and peeviſh ; For thus Nature al- 
ways puniſhes thoſe who will act in De- 
hance of her Dcſigns. 
TROP. IV. 
(5) Bcnevolence cannot make a Man 
happy : For by Def. 7. Benevolence 
is the Deſire of procuring all poſlible 


() Hence is ſeen the Juſtneſs of Reaſoning in a 
neighbouring Nation, where the word God, in the 
denſe of Benevolent, generally carries the Idea of a 


Fool, I muſt alfo obſerve, to the Honour of the Eu. 


oh, that this Notion has been adopted by them, a- 
mong many others which tend very much to the Im- 
rovement of Life; as may be ſeen by thoſe who have 
the Happineſs to frequent the Company of our young 


travelled Sages, A. B. 
B 2 Kinds 
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[19] 
Kinds of Good to others: but by Ax. I. 
5 and 3. Man is a limited Enns, and 
| t » the Kinds of Good are infinite, therefore 
"tis a Deſire which cannot be farisfy'd ; 
but by Prop. 1. ſuch a Deſire is incon- 


ſiſtent with Happineſs. Ergo Bene vo- 

i Hence cannot Sc. ©. E. D. 

"Hh F 

** Reputation cannot make a Man hap- 

py * For by Def. F, compared with Prop. 
2. and 4. it is acquir'd and maintain'd by 


ſuch Actions as deſtroy Happineſs. Er- 
ge Reputation Sc. ©. E. D. 7 


PROP. VI. 

Happineſs cannot ariſe from Views of 
Futurity : For ſince Man cannot by Ax. 5. 
direct future Events, if they give Hap- 
pineſs it muſt be by knowing what wil! 
certainly happen; but by Ax. f. and 2, 
Man 1s incapable of fuch a Knowledge, 
and that which he is capable of is incon- 
ſiſtent with Happineſs by Prop. 2. Ergo 
Happincſs cannot Gc. 2 . Y. 


pi e COROLLARY. 

| „ It follows from the laſt Prop. that 
| | Man ought not to lay down any other 
5 Plan to guide himſelf by, but that 
„ of enjoying ſuch Pleaſures as ſhall offer 
1 themſel ves from Time to Time, 


Il | 5 9. 
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FADOP. VI, 


—— — 


Happineſs cannot ariſe from rellecting 


upon paſt Events; for by Ax. 5. 
Man is incapable of altering what is paſt ; 
and when he reflects on {ſuch Events as 
diſpleaſe him, he muſt wiſh it were in his 
Power to alter them; but ſach a Wiſh 
5. e. Deſire, is inconſiſtent with Happi- 
nefs by Prop. 1. Ergo Happineſs Oc. 

4 CO ROLL. 

It follows from the laſt Prop. that a 
Man ought never to examine his paſt Con- 
duct 1 

PR. OP. VIII. | 

The pleaſing Senfations may give Hap- 
pineſs: for they ſo entirely employ the 
Soul when enjoy'd in a certain Degree, as 
to deſtroy Thinking ; and therefore by 


Prop. 3. take away that which alone in 


this Caſe can be inconſiſtent with the State 
deſcribed in Def. r. Ergo the plcaſing 
Senſations Sc. O. E. D. 

ORO L L. E. 

It follows from the laſt Prop. that the 
Pleaſures of the Body are preferable to 
thoſe of the Mind, according to the Opt- 
mon of ARtsSTiPPUs., 

r 
It follows alſo that the Pleaſures of the 
Body are not neceſſary to the Happinels of 

. him 


[ 14 ] 


him who is not a Slaye to Thinking, unlefs 
juſt when Uneaſineſs attends an Appetite's 
not being indulg'd ; and therefore the 
older a Man is, unleſs when he becomes 
childiſh, the more allowable it 1s for him 
to ſeek Occaſions of the titillating Enjoy- 
ments : for however regular and philoſo- 
phical we may be, yet the numberleſs I- 
deas receiy'd in a long Courſe of Years 
will withovt this Expedient grow trouble- 
ſome, and form themſelves ſometimes into 


Doubts, Queſtions, Negations, Aſſertions, 


Concluſions, Sc. all which conſtitute 
Thinking. 


. 

A wiſe Man will not fall in Love: for 
Love being Benevolence confin'd to a ſin- 
gle Object is by Def. 7. the Deſire of pro- 
curing all the poſſible Kinds of Good to 
that Object; but ſuch a Deſire is proy'd 


inconſiſtent with Happineſs by Prop. 4 


Ergo a wite Man Sc. ©. E. D. 


'$SCHOLETUM. 

I deſire the Favour of the pretty Fel- 
lows who may be ſhock'd perhaps at firſt 
Sight with this Prop. to obſerve, that 1 
do not mean to confound Love with an- 
other Paſſion ſomething reſembling it. 


PROP. 


3 
1 


EE ang 


199] 


r. 

A wiſe Man may marry: for a Wife 
contributes towards Happineſs, by de- 
ſtroying that which is inconſiſtent with it 
by Prop. 9. and allo by giving that which 
ſometimes produces it by Prop. 6. Ergo 
a wife Man &c. ©. E. D. 


SCHOLIUM. 

I recommend this Prop. to the Conſide- 
ration of all young Gentlemen, who ſeem 
not to have a due regard for thoſe noble 
Sources of Pleaſure, the Noſe, the Palate, 


the Teeth, and another Part equally ya- 
luable. | 
XI. 1 
(c) A wiſe Man ought to uſe the leaſt 
Motion poſſible; for Motion by Def. 3. is 
perform'd with Difficulty, which includes 
Pain; but Pain being contrary to the 
pleaſing Senſations, muſt produce a con- 


(e) Here the Author takes an Opportunity of de- 
claiming againſt Court- Ceremonies ; but as our Court 
is famous for an Eaſineſs of Behaviour, I thought his 
Reflections quite unneceflary in the Tranſlation. This 
Prop. ſhews the Unreaſonableneſs of Cringing, un- 
leſs upon the moſt weighty Occaſions ; and there- 
fore a wiſe Man ſhould reſerve the Bow of Venera- 
tion, or that which carries the Head lower than the 
Knee, for the Firit Miniſter only and his Porter : 
Which ought to be a Direction to ſome worthy Gen- 
temen, who, not having ſufficiently conſidered this 
Affair, extend it to all his Servants. . A. B. 


* 


trary 


F 
trary Effect: but theſe produce Happi- 
neſs by Prop. 8. Ergo a wiſe Man Sc. 


GORE I. 
(4) It follows from the laſt Prop. that 
a wife Man ought to be ſparing of his 
Words. a 
T 
(e) It follows alſo that a wiſe Man 
ought to laugh but rarely. Fe 


SCHOLIUM. 
The Truth of theſe two Corollanes 1s 
acknowledg'd by all the World, tho' the 
real Principles they are founded. upon 
have not been diſcover'd before as to Talk- 


(d) Here was a flaming Note upon the Abuſe of 
Compliments, and ſome Remarks upon the Rough- 
neſs of the German Tongue; with a Digreſſion to 
prove that the Halians are the Deſcendants of the 
Syvarites, and not of the old Romans, as has ge- 
nerally been thought; which appears from the 
Smoothneſs of their Language, as well as ſevera! 
_ other Inſtances of Delicacy common to the two for- 
mer People; and this accounts much better ſor the 
different Genius obſervable between the antient and 
modern Poſſeſſors of 1taly, than the Change of Ci:- 
m_ which an eminent Writer alleges as the Cauſc. 
(e) The Author here takes Notice of the Wiſdon: 
of his Countrymen, who are famous for deteſting e 
very Thing which excites Laughter ; to which Caui- 
he attributes the Scarcity of Wit and Humour in the:r 
Writings : But as I was not perfectly ſatisſy'd of the 
Juſtneſs of his Remark, I forbore to put it in, A, B. 


YT 


1 
ing, PYTHAGORAS, the firſt Man that 
ever bore the Name of Philoſopher, en- 
Joyn'd his Diſciples even a total Abſti- 
nence from it during the ſpace of five 
Years ; in which Time he hop'd, I ſup- 
pole, they might loſe the Uſe of Speech; 
and this Change, according to his Symbo- 
lical Method of inſtructing Mankind, he 
call'd Metempſycoſis, es aa Go i. e. 
' Ewa, as all other Animals are known to 
be. As to Laughter, the Critics to a Man 
have condemn'd HO M ER for making 
his Gods guilty of it; for they all de. 
clare it to be inconſiſtent with the 
Nature of happy Beings, ſuch as the 
Gods are ſuppos d to be. But the groſs 
Ignorance of the Age in which this great 
Poet liv'd ought to be his Excuſe. 
r. Ai. 

A little Pain is to be preferr'd to x 
great one; for a little one diſturbs the 
pleaſing Senfations leſs than a great one : 
but the pleaſing Senfations produce Hap- 
pineſs by Prop. 8. Ergo a little Pain Ge. 


This Prop. and the laſt ſhew the great Caution 
of our Author in laying down Principles; for as ſo 
conſiderable a Sect as that of the Saco had denied Pain 
to be an Evil, he choſe to prove Step by Step how it 
tends to deſtroy Happineſs, and not let out like ſome 
ralh Moralifts with Axioms that are diſputed, A. B. 
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[ 18 ] 
. 
A wiſe Man ought to get out of the Way 
when he ſees a Beam ready to fall on his 


Head, contrary to the Opinion of that 


great Philoſopher Py KK no : For tho 


by Prop. 11. he ought to uſe the leaſt. 
Motion poſlible, yet ſince by Def. 2. he 


1s ſenſible of Pain from the Impreſſions of 


certain Bodies upon him, and by Prop. 12. 

a little Pain 1s to be preferr'd to a great 

one, he may in this Caſe make uſe of Mo- 

tion. Ergo a wiſe Man Sc. O, E. 
ON 

(9) It follows from the laſt Prop. that 


a wiſe Man may now and then go to 


Church, in Countries where corporal 
Puniſhments are inflicted on thoſe who 


(z) Here the Author takes Occaſion to fall upon the 
Papiſis for forcing the Conſciences of Men; but hc 
ſeems to me to forget himſelf, and to deviate a litt!c 
from his Principles. But till People can entirely o- 


vercome the Prejudices of Education, they will be ap! 


to fall into Impropriety of Language ; frequent Exam- 
ples of which may be obſerv'd among our fine Gen 
tlemen, who call upon Gd to bleſs them, or the 
D—1 to dn them, without defiring the one or fear- 
ing the other. But perhaps our Author may uſe the 
Word Conſcience in agother Senſe than what it genc- 
rally means; and in this Caſe he is only blameablc 
tor not having defin'd it: which Omiſſion in relation 
to that very Word, a Body of Men whom he menti- 


wp afterwards with great Reſpect have been guilty of. 
7 


abſent 


[ 19 ] 
abſent themſelves entirely; provided at the 
ſame Time he does not contradict, Prop. 6. 
PROP. MV. 
A wiſe Man may eat and drink, tho” it 
requires Motion: for thoſe Actions are at- 
tended with the pleaſing Senſations in a 
greater or leſs Degree, and ſo may be pro- 
ductive of Happineſs by Prop. 8. This 
Prop. might alſo have been prov'd from 
Prop. 12. Ergo a wiſe Man Sc. 9, E. D. 
, 
(Y) The more Pleaſure a Man takes in 
Eating and Drinking, the wiſer he 1s. 
SCHOLTUM. 
The old Romans ſeem to have been ſen- 
ſible of this Truth, as appears by their 


applying the Word Sapio both to Wiſe 


dom and the exquiſite Senſations which 


( Here was a long Note upon four Croute, upon 
which Subject the Author ſeem'd to me to run into a 
Kind of Euthuſiaſm; but perhaps his Countrymen, 
who are the only proper Judges, may be of another 
Opinion, ſo that I dare not abſolutely condemn him: 
however, as that Diſh is not generally efteem'd in 
England, I have omitted the Encomiums he has made 
upon it as uſeleſs; promiſing nevertheleſs in ſome fu- 
ture Edition of this Work, if they ſhall be thought 
proper, to add them, Here the Author ſhews his Diſ- 
approbation of forcing Men to ſwallow down large 
Bumpers without giving them Leave to fetch their 
Breath ; whereas by moderate Draughts, as he juſtly 
obſerves, a Man may have all the Comforts of Ebrie- 
ty as effectually without that Inconvenience, 4. B. 
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Meats and Drinks give a Man; and when 
the Moderns ſay a Perſon has a fine Taſte, 
chey mean equally a juſt and delicate 
Underſtanding or a nice Palate. N. B. 
The laſt Prop. won'd haye been unneceſ- 
ſary, if ſome eminent Philoſophers, as may 
be ſeen in DlOGBNES LaAERTIvus, 
not having form'd right Notions of Hap- 
pineſs, rather than be at the Trouble of 
cating and drinking, chole to ſtarve. 
FROF KY | 
When a wiſe Man finds himſelf eaſy. 
he ought not on any Pretence of being 
better to change his State; for by Poſt. 1 
one Happineſs 1s not greater than another, 
and by Prop. 6. Happineſs cannot ariſ: 
from Views of Futurity. Ego when a wilt 


Man Ce. 9. Z. Y. 


C ORO. I. 4 

(.) Hence appears the Folly of tho 
Opinion of thoſe pretended Philoſophers, ME 
who make Happineſs conſiſt in a conti- 
wi nual Advancement towards an imaginary 
wy Perfection; an Opinion which has put 
WW Men upon turning the World upſide down. 
_ 1 5 And diſturbing Mankind, in order to ob- 
ö | tain Happineſs. PROPY. 


Wo! (.) Here the Author ſhews a great deal of Learn- 

ing while he exclaims againſt the reſtleſs "Temper ot 
Mankind, and gives many Inftances of it; among 
which, hg bas not forgot the Zeal of certain Perſon 


why 
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PROP. XVI. 

Man was intended by Nature for lying, 
lolling, or ſitting: for he was made for 
Happineſs by Poſt. 2. but that is deſtroy d 
by Motion, as appears by Prop. 11. 
therefore he was not made for walking, 
running, hopping, Wc. nor for ſtanding by 
Ax. 4. for all Animals which are form'd 
to ſtand have more Legs than two: be- 
ſides, no Animal can change it's Poſture 


in lying, lolling, or fitting, ſo much as 
Man. Ergo Man was intended Sc. 
A 
e eee. 

It follows from this Prop. that a wiſe 
Man ought always to have a Bed 1 in his 
Room. 


CO ROLL. II. 
It follows alſo that he ought not con- 


ſtantly to lye, loll, or ic in the ſame Po- 


ſture. 


* 


who make a conſiderable Part of the Hiſtory of two or 

three Centuries, being remarkable for having expos'd 
themſelves to Poverty, Contempt and Death, under 
Pretence of ſerving Man kind, by perſwading them to 
become like Themſcly es, regardleſs of their own 
Good, and anxious for that of all others. He alſo 
mentions with great Contempt SoL ox, LyYCU R- 
us, SOCRATEs, BRUTUS, and the two 
CAToOs; and deplores very pathetically the Mit- 
chief they have done by their Examples 4. B. 
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SCHOLIUM. 

Hence appears the Reaſon why all o- 
ther Animals get upon their Legs at their 
firſt coming into the World; whereas 
walking with Man is an Art, in which he 
cannot arrive at Perfection but with much 
Difficulty, and aſter ſome Vears Experience. 

or AVIL 

A wiſe Man ought to conſult his own 
Eaſe in all his Actions, without conſider- 
ing how they may affect others; for Man 
may arrive at Happineſs by Poſt. 2. and 
therefore he ought to aim at it: but he 
cannot obtain it by Benevolence, i. e. a 


Diſpoſition to neglect his own Good for the 


Sake of others, by Prop. 4. Ergo a wiſe 
Man Oc. 9. E. D. Again, an uncer- 
tain Evil is rather to be yentur'd, than a 
certain one committed, by Ax. 6. but 
Pain, being contrary to the pleaſing Senſati- 


ons, is an Evil, and certain to him who 


Joes not an his own Eaſe; but what 
gives Pain to others he is not  oblig'd to 
know by Prop. 2. and therefore it muſt 
be uncertain. Ergo a wiſe Man Sc. 


o GE- 


(A.) This Prop. diſcovers to us the true Foundation 
of Beauty in eaſy Behaviour; which diſtinguiſhes ſo 
advantageouſly the modern well-bred Man from the 
old-faſhion'd Courtier : the Former in the greateſt 
Company, if he be ſeated in an Elbow-Chair, you 

1 - 


199) 

GENERAL COROLLARY. 
Asit appears from the foregoing Propo- 
ſitions, that Happineſs conſiſts in Eaſe, 
| fince every Enjoyment takes its Value from 
conducing towards, and conſequently is 
ſubordinate, to that End ; it follows, that 
a wiſe Man will neglect even the bodily 
Pleaſures where they are not to be had 
without much Difficulty, and conſequent- 
ly in the like Caſe will contemn all thoſe 
Things which are Means only to procure 
the bodily Pleaſures 4 fortzo7;. This 
beautifully reconciles Luxury with Power- 
ty; which has hitherto been thought a 
Secret only known to certain Fraternitics 

olf religious Inſtitution. 
I choſe to prove the laſt Prop. two 
Ways, becauſe I look on it as of the utmoſt 
Importance; it throws Light over moſt 
of the obſcure Caſes which may tend to 
puzzle Men in their Conduct in relation 
to others; it alone makes all other Books 
of Morality uſeleſs; it frees a Man from 
the Reſtraints of (4) Civility, the Pangs of 
caſt a Leg over one of the Arms; at another Time 
ſhall adjuſt his Toupee at the Glaſs, whiſtle a Tune, 


or flide into the Minuet Step, juſt as it ſuits his preſent 
Humour ; while the latter thinks himſelf oblig'd to 
have a conſtant Attention to the Tafte of thoſe about 
him. But as nothing can be really beautiful that is not 
natural, our Philoſophic Age has exploded a Notion 
o contrary to true Politeneſs, . BE. 

(J This ſhews the Author was ignorant of real 


Good- breeding as explain'd in Note 4. 4. B. 


Sym- 
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guided Conſcience, and gives him in all 
Situations (not virtually included in 
Prop. 13.) the moſt unbounded Liberty. 
All the Propoſitions in general are of a 
very extenſive Nature, and will. upon a 
ſuperficial View only. produce many o- 
thers equally beautiful: They will lead 
Men thro' Life with much Comfort; and 
when attended to with that careleſs fort 
of Diligence which is the diſtinguiſhing 
Mark of a true () Adept, will ſave him 
many Troubles which others undergo. 

I will not however pretend to fay that 
they will explain all the nice Cafes which 
may poſſibly be propos'd on the Subjec 
of Happineſs; for Inſtance, whether a 
wife Man ought to ſit ſtill and let his Firc 
go out in cold Weather, or get up and 
fetch a Piece of Wood? whether he ought 
to run when he's catch'd in a Shower, or 
ſuffer himſelf to be wet to the Skin? whe- 
ther he ſhall be at the Pains of EE a” 


8 n.) I can't upon this Occaſion forbear to mention, 
that I have with great Pleaſure obſerv'd ſeveral riſing 
Genius's in this Nation practiſe many of our Authors 
Rules merely by the Force of Nature with incredible 
Succeſs. I am unwilling however to name them, lefi 
J ſhou'd offend that Modeſty, which, I am perſuaded, 
is the only Cauſe they have not made all the Progre!s 
they are otherwiſe fitted for, towards Happineſs, and 
Which tha Theory is intended to remove. A. B. | 

| loud 


. 
loud to his Servant, or omit drinking a 
_ Glaſsof Wine ? whether he ſhall go with- 
but his Breakfaſt, 'or make Tea Himſelf ? 
with ſome curious Queſtions which may 
be put concerning a certain delicate Affair, 
as will appear from comparing together 
Prop. 8. and 11. and which I forbear to 
mention, having not yet entirely got over 
that () fooliſh Modeſty inſtill'd into me 
in my Infancy. The Diſquiſition of the 
Queſtions above mention d depends upon 
ſo many Circumſtances; as the Eligibility 
of the different Kinds of Pleaſures and 
Pains, the Degrees of each, and the par- 
' ticular Taſtes of Men; that I hope, when 
tis conſider'd that no one has hitherto at- 
_ tempted to ſol ve them by any Syſtem yet 
publiſh'd, it will not be objected to me as 
à2 Deficiency of any great Conſequence. 
As there is a Set of Men in the World 
for whom I have the moſt profound Vene- 
ration, as being acknowledg'd to have a 


) If this Writer had been converſant among the 

6 Jolllits, he wou'd have learnt to have laid aſide this 
fooliſh Modeſty, as he rightly calls it; for in Caſes 
Which concern a Man's Duty, graveſt Perſons may, 
. as they juſtly obſerve, ſpeak plain; and this Liberty 
Has been practis'd to the great Edification of the World 

© by Father SAN CHE Z, as well as ſeveral other ex- 
ö cellent Caſuiſts of the ſame Order, and approv'd of by 
the greateſt Part of thofe moſt pious and conſcientious 


EP. SOON + | true 


| 1 + 
N 


true Reliſh of Happineſs, as well 18 4 per- 


ſuch as are Strangers to their Writings and 


another Word. For Example; what docs 
2 Free-Agent mean, but a Being who may 
act or not act juſt as he ſees fit; for as ſoon 
as he is oblig'd to act or not to act, he no 


a Term ſo expreſſive, in ſpeaking of a Se which has 
made the greateſt Figure under that Appellation; and 
- in this Thought I Was confirm'd, when I found great 
Reaſon to believe he had been in Englaud, as will ap- 

pear by a Note towards the End. J. B 


[26]. 


fe& Skill in the Ways of acquiring it; I 
ſhou'd be ſorry, unleſs where tis abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, to differ in the leaſt Point 
from them; I mean, the Illuftrious Bo- 
dy of Freethinkers. Now at firſt Sight 
Prop. 3. may ſeem to contradict their moſt 
eſſential Maxim; and therefore tho only 


Converſation can run into that Miſtake, 
I will take the Pains to clear my Syſtem 
from an Imputation which might do it 
much Diſcredit among the Judicious: And 
this I ſhall eaſily do, by only confider- 
ing the Meaning of the Word (o) Free 
when compounded, as in this Caſe, with 


longer deſervesthat Title. The Freethinters 


(o) I was apt to ſuſpect this whole Paſſage was an 
Interpolation by ſome Engliſß Hand, becauſe the 
Word Frey-gedaniter is not pure German, till J con- 
ſider'd that the Author in all Probability having been 
converſant in our Writings, as moſt of the Learned a- 
broad are known to be, choſe to tranſlate literally 


yu 


therefore, 


al ( 27 ] 

therefore, by their very Name, imply that 
they are not oblig'd to think; and there- 
fore that Thinking 1s not neceſſary, Now 
that which is not neceſſary to be done, 
may as well at leaſt be let alone; and if 
I have carried their grand Dogma a little 
farther, and ſaid that tis better to be let 
alone, *twas upon ſuch ſtrong Proof, that 
J am fure they themſelves will readily 
allow the Juſtneſs of my Reaſoning. 


But there is another Propoſition, which 


not only ſeems, but iscertainly contrary to 
their Maxims and Practice, vs. Prop. 15. 
And in order to vindicate myſelf, I can on- 
ly ſay, that the greateſt Men are liable to 
Error, and I believe they are in one here; 
an Error however very excuſable, ſince 
it may have proceeded from that laudable 
Antipathy which they have expreſs d up- 
on all Occaſions to a certain Sect famous 
for their Leal in the Cauſe of Religion and 
Virtue; two Words, invented to deſtroy 
all true Notions of Happineſs, as explain'd 
above. I own the Agreement of that 
Prop. with the Doctrines of thoſe deluded 
Perſons call d( y.) Chr, tho founded upon 
Reaſons, and attended with Circumſtan- 


5 (p.) I cannot make out whom the Author hints at 


here, and therefore leave the ſame Letters with the 


Daſh which 1 found inthe Manuſcript ; perhaps ſore 
more acute Genius may diſcover, his Meaning, 4. B. 
wot, D 2 1 9 ces 


1 
1 


-_ . 
— — — * 
— — — —U—öũV —— —— — 


— . 
ry b — — > — 9 4 


— — 
— — 
— a 1 
ö e .... EP A Are OT Ps 
2 


— — — 


— — — 
— . 
— —o_ <R—_ WIS nn — — —ä mot cnti aus hs 2 
9 


wi — — —-— - 2 2 —— 1 
— — — — ͥ́ͤꝓ —œWœZWœ2Ä2T1ʒ —- —tie IC 


Y ; 3 N — . ho — ir S 


—— ne — —— DES rs a ory —— ä — — een 


— —— — — ——ů — — u—m— hr rn 


. 


— — — 7 


WV] 
ces eſſentially different, gave me ſome 
Scruples; but the evident Connection it 
has with my Principles, forc'd me to ad- 


mit it. And I hope this flight Devia- 


tion from the afore-mention'd illuſtrious 
Body will be pardon'd me, fince T have 
made amends for it by a perfect Confor- 
mity with them throughout almoſt all the 
other Parts of my Syſtem. I call it mine, 
becauſe I have put it in a new Method ; 
tho'T own that Part of it is as old as the 
Srenaics; Part of it is extracted from the 
Epicureans, and their Succeſſors the well- 
dreis'd Philoſophers of theſe Days; and 


the Remainder, unleſs what is entirely 
my oven, owes much Luſtre to the (3) Quit - 


fiſts, But as Truths of ſuch Conſequence 
are not quickly diſcover'd, or at leaſt not 

lac'd in their beſt Light; I have been at 
nfinite Pains in aſcertaining doubtful Paſ- 
ſages of Authors, clearing up the Obſcuri- 
ties of learned Critics, humaniſing the ſub- 
lime Ideas of Metaphyſicians, and tracing 
Nature thro' the Modeſty of a prejudic'd 
Education ; and have at length ſucceſsfully 
F 
(g)T beAuthor muſt certainly have miſtaken the Mean- 
ing of the Quictiſis; for nothing can be more oppoſite 


than their Sentiments to his whole Doctrine, tho? their 


Expreſſions are indeed ſometimes ſo exalted, that 1 do 
not wonder he has falbn into that Miſtake: I imagine 


he particularly alludes to their famous Dogma, of the 
a” We FOOL 29 7 Duty 


1 
put the whole in ſo plain a way, that no 
Man, who does not purpoſely endeavour to 
do it, can miſs of Happineſs. I have luckily 
fallen into a Method entirely conſiſtent with 
the commendable Tranquility of thoſe who 
have a true Taſte for this noble Science, if 
I may, without Impropriety make uſe of 
a Word upon this Occaſion which gene- 
rally carries with it the Idea of every thing 
which ought to be unlearnt ; I have luck- 
ily, I fay, hit the Taſte of every genuine 
Philoſopher, by the fewneſs of the Propoſi- 
tions, the brevity of them, and ſuch a (7) 
Simplicity of reaſoning, as interferes the 
leaſt that is poſſible with Prop. 3. Were it 
not for the infinite Advantage I myſelf 
may reap by this Piece, Iſhou'd regret the 
many anxious Hours I have ſpent about it, 
which might have been better employ'd in 
an Elbow Chair; but I ſhall be more able 
for the future, by a meritorious and lear- 
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Duty of ſuſpending all the Faculties of the Soul; which 
bears ſome Reſemblance to Prop. 3. and their tron 
Expreflions of the Meanneſs of loving imperfect Crea- 
tures ; which may ſeem likewiſe to coincide with 
Progyute 323 | 
7 The Word Simplicity has a doubtful Meaning, 
but J eou'd find no other that comes ſo near the Origi- 
nal as this, and I cannot ſuſpect the judicious Reader 
ſhou'd fall into an Error about it; and as for others, I de- 
fire no better than to give them an Opportunity of be- 


ing more my than wiſe, according to Coroll. 2. 
Prop. 11. A. . 


ned 


ned e to Pay 8 i for the un. 
neceſſary La bours of my paſt Life: for ſuch 
is the Unhappineſs of Man, that he is forc'd 
to think, to find out that he ought not to 
think. 
And now, 0 my e part ners in 
Tranquility, "finceir coſts me no new Pains, 
ye alſo are welcome to enjoy the Fruits of 
my Labours. Learn from hence to Joll 
with a becoming aſſuredneſs in your caſy 
Chairs, on your ſoft Couches, and your 
downy Beds; learn in Winter to wrap your 
ſelves well up in furr d Gowns, and in Sum- 
mer to ſtretch your Limbs on Violets and 
Roſes beneath ſome ſhady Tree; and when 
you move, for Man alas! muſt ſometimes 
move, that it may be with the leaſt Incon- 
venience poſſible, remember to have (9) 
Springs to your Coaches, and long Poles to 
your Chairs; nor be diſturb'd at the Re- 
flexions of reſtleſs Mortals, who overlook 


(s) From hence it appears, that our Author has not 
only been at London, but alſo at Paris; for his deſcen- 
ding in this Part of his Advice into a particular Refine- 
ment of Life ſo little underſtood elſewhere, ſhews that 
his Imagination muſt have been ftruck upon riding in 
the Chairs of the Engliſʒ and the Coaches of the French; 
both which are remarkable for an Eaſineſs, which is 

entirely owing to the Contrivances mention'd by him. 
Every Man who has been jolted in the Coaches of the 
ai and jirk'd in the Chairs of the latter, will 
be . of the e of this W A. . 
the 
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the ſweet Repoſe of Life. and abſurdly 
imagine that Happineſs, 1. e. Eaſe, is to be 
found among the buſy Scenes of Scholars, 


Heroes, and Patriots. 


GENERAL SCHOLIUM. 

If any Man thinks this Syſtem of Hap- 
pineſs incompleat, I deſire him to ſhew how 
any other conſiſtent one can be drawn up 
without running into Notions perfectly 
conciding with, if not. borrow'd from, a Re- 
ligion which the profound Wiſdom of this 
Age thinks fit to explode, and therefore 
uch Notions as muſt deſerve the ſame 
ment. 
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. ce Line of the SCHOLIUM, 
efter the Ward before, put a full Point; ; and . a new 
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